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   And so we come to December…In the world, it is the tag-
end of the year, the last gasp before we begin another jog 
around the calendar.  BUT in the Church, we have already 
come to a new beginning—with the first day of December, we 
begin Advent, and a new year for all of us in the Kingdom of 
God. 
 
   The world laughs at us, because we make such a big deal 
of waiting as the chill of December reminds us it’s later than 
we think.  The world laughs, because it doesn’t understand.  
In the past twelve months, we have come full-circle:  we held 
our breath as we awaited the birth of a baby.  Then we 
watched that baby grow.  He become a leader, a lover of our 
souls, and we stood by as he died for us—for US—while the 
world mocked him.  We spent the long, green months of 
Pentecost learning what he said and did, and now we are 
once again waiting… 
 
   Maybe, this year will be THE year.  The year when we 
remember to plan to find time to read the Bible and pray.  The 
year when we get up earlier on Sunday and go to Bible study 
and stay to worship the only worthy King that has ever been 
born.  Maybe THIS will be the year we increase our offering—
not because we are any more “wealthy”, but because we 
realize we are truly blessed.  Maybe this will be the year when 
we get control of that sometimes wild mouth and unruly 
temper of ours.  Maybe this will be the year when… 
 
   I don’t know what kind of year you are praying for.  I can 
guess, but only you can decide to make Advent a true 
preparation for a new kind of life for yourself and your loved 
ones.   We will “Come Home for Advent” on Wednesday 
evenings December 4, 11, and 18th.  We’ll gather at 6pm at 
the church for a casserole meal (no soup, as we do in Lent— 
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colder weather demands a heartier meal!) and then have a Bible study or activity, and discussion 
around the table so we can all have a chance to listen and speak.  We will do our best to be done by 
8pm, if not before.   As the name implies, we will learn how Advent was created as a time for families 
to gather together around their dining tables and prepare to welcome the baby in the manger.  
 
   Our Christmas Eve services this year will be a celebration of Scripture readings and all kinds of 
Christmas music.  There will be a family-oriented service at 7pm, especially for the young-at-heart, 
and another similar service at 9pm.  The Worship Team is excited about the prospects of music for all 
ages and tastes, and we know that they will delight you, too!  Please plan to join us as we prepare a 
place among us for our Lord Jesus.   
 
Pastor Karen   
 
 

President’s Corner  
Leadership Team Member:  Al Speicher  - speial@comcast.net or  
(904-707-6702) 
 
Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays are approaching fast.  In this hectic, fast paced world I find it 
comforting to ”take a knee”, and launch a short prayer for; each other, our community and our 
country.  It reminds me of how small my problems really are. 
 
You may have seen some interesting changes at our church.   The Property Team has repaired the 
Street sign as the Congregation has directed and American and Christian flags now adorn our church 
front.  Make it a challenge to discover other improvements the next time you come by. 
 
The Leadership Team is actively looking for persons interested in serving on the Team.  Several 
persons will be rolling off their service period in January and we will need to replace them to keep us 
strong.   If you are interested please let me or the Pastor know.   
   
As we continue our ‘One Service’ experience, I encourage everyone to take a few moments to 
complete a comment card located in the narthex.   Your feed back will help us all grow in Word and 
Faith.   Thank you in advance. 
 
God Bless 
AL Speicher 
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Community Food Pantry and Garden 
Steve Carlson - steveandcasey@yahoo.com (904)654-6462  
 
 

Matthew 25:35. “For I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 

you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me" 

 
The food pantry has been very busy this month.  We increased our numbers and therefore our 
amount of food from USDA also had to increase.  This has allowed us to keep up with the demand. 
 
We are also very fortunate to have Joann and Gary looking out for special items available at Farm 
Share and traveling to Feeding NE Florida once a month to get additional items.  We also have a 
relationship with Victory Celebration church who picks up bakery and bread items and bring them to 
us on Tuesday mornings.  We continue to get Panera bread and pastries on Wednesday mornings. 
 
Our Community garden has allowed our clients to help tend it by pulling weeds and picking fresh 
vegetables for their own use. 
 
We are very proud of all the volunteers we have which include some of our weekly clients.  It takes all 
of us and many prayers to provide food for the body as well as food for the soul. 
 
Weekly numbers: 
11/05 and 11/06 269 
11/12 and 11/13 239 
11/19 and 11/20 321 
 
Edith 

Our attendance during the One service Trial presents us with a full house with between 12 and 15 
children. The nursery has also seen new faces as SOL welcomes new families to our Church Family. 
 
We are challenged to find interesting projects that can be implemented in small spaces, while these 
sweet souls are learning to share, help and empathize with each other in a unique learning 
environment. 
 
During November we were truly thankful for families, health and friends. Additional cards were 
designed and sent to some of our sick friends. We remembered that Our God and Creator made us to 
join Him in Heaven and that we have friends and family waiting to greet us.  
 
As we help to prepare for Advent and Christmas, we ask for help with both classes, an extra set of 
hands for one Sunday a month will go a long way in maintaining the integrity of this program. If you 

Education / Youth 

Leadership Team Member: Anita Vance – anitalvance@gmail.com 814-932-0203 
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would like to join us, please speak with Anita Vance, or share your contact information at 
anitalvance@gmail.com. We would be happy to have you join us.   
 

We are excited to see the Angel Tree again this year. Stocking stuffers like small puzzles or games or 

stuffies can help us fill stockings for families in need. It will be a great opportunity to share our 

Blessings during the Holiday Season.  May God bless us, every one! 

 

We are working and planning for having a Children's Sunday School at 9am. This will be an exciting 

time to bring Jesus into our children's lives. We need to know who will be interested in this 

opportunity. Please contact Anita for signing your children up so we can prepare materials and 

supplies.  

 

 

What do I love about our church? The people doing God’s work! It is so easy to find something little or 
big to do … collecting can drink tops for the Ronald McDonald House, or plastic bags for the 
Community Food Pantry, or serving as the head of a committee, or on the Leadership Team, or even 
keeping the grass mowed. We all work together to spread His word. That is what I love about Spirit of 
Life!   
 
So if you want your project “advertized” around the church, give me a call, email, or text. Let everyone 
know about your team, when it meets, and/or even what you might need. 
 
 

Fellowship and Outreach Ministries 
Outreach Leadership Team Member: Edith Brisson – emb1002@aol.com 
Fellowship Team Member: Joanne Strysick – jstrysick@yahoo.com 
 

 
In November and December, we will assist Anita with providing Christmas gifts for children in our 
Oceanway Neighborhood.  
 
The Outreach and Fellowship teams were scheduled to meet on November 10th right after church.  
No formal meeting was held. 
 
Fellowship would like to thank all who came to participate in the Hanging of the Greens on Saturday, 
November 30th.  Potluck lunch was enjoyed along with the fun and fellowship of getting the church 
ready for the coming of our Lord. 
 
Please stop and admire the nativity banner in the narthex.  Fellowship is selling raffle tickets, one for 
a dollar and six for five dollars.  Drawing will be held after church on December 15th. Please see 
Joanne for tickets. 
 

eCommunication 

Leadership Team Member: Kristina Aldred – kaldred@bellsouth.net 678-761-6387 
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What are you doing New Years Eve?  How about a potluck and Bonfire at the church?  Lots of good 
food and family fun.  Plan to join us Tuesday, December 31st at 5 PM for supper.  Bring your 
comfortable lounge chair for outdoor activities afterwards. 
 
Next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 8th right after church.  Please join us to help plan 
for 2020. 
 
Hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving!  Enjoy a Merry Christmas and remember the Reason for 
the Season is Christ!  Happy New Year 2020. 
 
JoAnn and Edith 
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Our Angel Tree Project for families in need is now underway. Our partnership with Oceanway 
Elementary gave us 18 families with 33 children that are hoping for a better Christmas with our help. 
Look for the Angel Tree in the Spirit of Life Narthex to choose an Angel to sponsor. – Anita 
 
Gifts should be wrapped, using the Angel as the tag and returned to the church by December 15.  
 
 

Financial Corner 
Leadership Team Member: Brian Vance - bavance54@gmail.com 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Church SunSchool TOTAL 
Nov 3  66  11  77 
Nov 10 62  16  78 
Nov 17 56   9  65 
Nov 24 48   4  52 

 
  

FINANCIAL CORNER FOR NOVEMBER 2019 

Envelope Offerings  $ 9,714.93  
  

  

Designated Fund Donations 
   

  

Patch  $     714.90  
 

TOTAL EXPENSES  $                 10,553.72  

Installation 312 
   11/30 interest income 

  
Designated Fund Balances 

TOTAL INCOME  $10,741.83  
 

Pumpkin Patch  $                   1,818.82  

  
  

VBS  $                      200.00  

  
  

Spring Fling/Fall Fest  $                      790.55  

Food Pantry Income  $     604.00  
 

Fellowship Events  $                      260.01  

Food Pantry Expense  $     115.00  
 

Call Committee  $                   2,995.02  

Food Pantry Balance  $  3,021.41  
 

Community First Fund Balances 

  
  

Bldg Expansion   $                 24,815.18  

Bldg/Mortgage Balance $223,857.32 
 

Misc. Memorials  $                   8,666.37  

  
  

Property Projects  $                   5,802.05  

  
  

Youth  $                      270.36  

      Youth Gathering  $                      393.97  
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Property Team 
Leadership Team Member: Debby Speicher - yayasis@comcast.net 
 
 
Have you seen our updated sign? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ruth Circle (WELCA) 
Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 
Dawn Martin (904)518-6903 

 

 
 

”Grandma Ruth’s Sweet Shop” – December 15
th
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Other Ruth Circle News” 
The “Love Table” for November was kitchen items. Thank you for all the support in this offering. 
 
“Campus Ministry” - The students and “Spirit of Life” were the “BEST COOKS”. More students came 
to class when “Spirit of Life” serves – Wow! What an unexpected “Thank you”.   
 
Many thanks to all who helped make Pastor’s Installation a special day. 
 
Christmas Cards - This year we are trying something different. We will have a place to display 1 card 
from you to the Congregation. This replaces the individual cards to each person. The money you 
would normally spend on a box of cards would be put towards the “Expansion Fund”. This also saves 
a lot of writing too. 
 
Next meeting is December 6th and will be our Christmas Party. 
 
Blessings, 
Dawn Martin 
 

Worship & Music 
Leadership Team Member: Dan Nichols 

 
 
   The Worship and Music Team met Wednesday, November 30 to plan for Advent and Christmas.  
There will be Advent suppers on Wednesday December 4, Dec 11, and Dec 18 at 6pm.  The theme 
will be “Come Home for Advent”.  There will be a hot dinner each evening followed by an Advent 
devotional study and (at least twice) a craft.   
 
   There will be two Christmas Eve services this year.  The earlier one—at 7pm—will have music, the 
Christmas story, and a time especially for children and families together.  The later one, at 9pm, will 
be no less joyous and warm—but perhaps a little less energetic, for those of us who are more “settled 
in our ways”.  There will be all kinds and styles of Christmas music joined to the words of Scripture 
that foretell the amazing story of God coming as a helpless baby to save our poor old world.  The 
Worship and Music team is excited to prepare for these services, and we know you will remember 
them with joy. 
 
   The team also discussed music through January 26, as we continue our experiment in one 
combined service on Sunday mornings.  We are pleased to announce that Sunday morning Bible 
study has been well-attended by an average of 11 people, and we are working our way through 
Matthew’s Gospel.  The majority of the gospel readings in 2020 will come from Matthew.  
 
   The next Worship and Music Team meeting will be Wednesday, January 15 at 6pm.  All who are 
interested in the form our services take and the music we sing and play during worship are invited to 
come and be part of this group.  We’d love to expand to some drama, alternate sermons, etc, so 
come with your ideas ready to share!    
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  "For where two or three are gathered in my name,  

I am there among them ......" (Matthew 18:20) 
 
“Manna and Mercy Bible Study” held Wednesdays at 9 AM and an evening class, date and time to be 
determined. Sign-up sheet on the Narthex bulletin board. If you have any comments or questions, 
please feel free to speak to Gary Strysick or call him at 904-248-8145. 
 
 
  

Call to Care (Prayer List) 

 
Our Loved Ones:  Sue Patterson, Erika Moorman, Bonnie Messick, Betty Jones, Al Speicher, Rita 
Hays, Joe, Elizabeth and Kevin  
Our Military members: Eric, Jeff, Nathan & Anthony     
Chronic Prayers: Ronnie Barnes, Jimmy & Faye Carter, Jackie Corderio (Maggie Spruill sister), 
Brenda Donaldson, Dan Fisher (Michele Hoyle father, Bob’s F-I-L), Larry Fortune, Mary Hall, Julie 
Hammond, Vicky Haugen, Alan, Larry and Terri Joiner, Barbara Kirkwood, Tammy Machlouf, Sue 
Patterson, Paul Ruen, and Mary Ellen Sanders (Brenda Murray Mom, Hood family grandmother & 
great), Betty Smith,  Donna Strysick (Gary’s Mom, JoAnn MIL), Ted St Martin, and Mildred Taylor  

 

December Birthdays 
 
1 Bob Masculine 
5 Rusty Elwood 
7 Todd Burrell 
12 Mary Williams 
14 Eryn Owenby 
15 Brenda Murray 
16 Diane Crawley 
18 Harrison McLarty  
19  Claudia Moreash 
20 Julie Roziers 
22 Gary Mina 
25 Our Lord & Savior / JESUS 
25 Al Speicher 
27 Fred Wenk 
 

 

December Anniversaries 
 

5 Russell & Kristina Aldred  
19 Roland & Pastor Biggerstaff 
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Email: chur5900@bellsouth.net 

 


